} THE OHIO STATE UNIVERSITY

COLLEGE OF FOOD, AGRICULTURAL,
AND ENVIRONMENTAL SCIENCES

Hardin County Extension News Release

For Further Information Contact:

Mark Badertscher

Agriculture and Natural Resources Extension Educator
Phone — 419-767-6037

E-Mail — badertscher.4@osu.edu

For Immediate Release — January 4, 2024

Master Gardener Volunteer Training Offered

Hardin County — The Hardin County OSU Extension Master Gardener Volunteers will host a Master Gardener
Volunteer training course for new Master Gardener Volunteers this winter. The Ohio State University Extension
Master Gardener Volunteer Program provides intensive training in horticulture to interested Ohio residents who
then volunteer their time assisting with educational programs and activities for Ohio residents through their local
Ohio State University Extension county office. Volunteers are not required to have gardening skills or knowledge;
but a passion for learning about gardening and sharing this knowledge with others is a must!

Training will be a combination of a self-paced online course combined with in-person classes held at the Hardin
County Extension office beginning with orientation on Monday, February 12 from 9 am - 12 pm. Other scheduled
in-person classes will be held according to availability of those who enroll. Additionally, new interns will gain
hands-on training working alongside current Master Gardeners at the Friendship Gardens in Kenton. Spring garden
seminars will be an option for meeting training requirements. The training course is open to interested volunteers
from any county with the volunteer commitment to be completed in the volunteer’s home county program.

Specialists from the Ohio State University Extension and experienced Master Gardener Volunteers will be teaching
sessions along with some local experts. Some topics include botany, soils, entomology, plant pathology, plant
propagation, herbaceous and woody ornamentals, lawns, vegetables, herbs, fruit, pollinators, integrated pest
management, pesticide safety, backyard wildlife, houseplants, and therapeutic horticulture.

The cost of the training is $150.00 and includes the training manual and materials for the class. There is also a
requirement for a background check at the volunteer’s expense. The program requires 50 hours of classroom
training and a commitment of 50 hours volunteer time to become a certified Master Gardener Volunteer.
Registration deadline is January 29. More information is available at https://mgvolunteers.osu.edu or by calling
Mark Badertscher at 419-767-6037 at Hardin County OSU Extension. For more information about the Hardin
County OSU Extension Master Gardener Volunteers, visit their Facebook page.



