
HARDIN CO. 4-H
May 2026 Newsletter 

ENROLLMENT

QUALITY ASSURANCE

4-H Enrollment is complete! We are
working with 4-H advisors and families
to make corrections to your projects,
clubs, and personal information. Please
report any changes that need made to
your club advisor, who will submit a
club report to us for changes. 

All members enrolled in a market livestock
or lactating dairy project must complete
Quality Assurance Training to participate
in the Hardin County Fair or Ohio State
Fair. 

There is ONLY ONE countywide Quality
Assurance Training left: 

Wednesday, May 27 from 7:00 - 8:00
p.m. at the Fairgrounds Community
Building 

If you have not completed QA for 2026,
please plan to attend this training, unless
your club has their own QA scheduled.
Another county training will not be
scheduled. 

Did you know?
Quality Assurance is

required by law.
Youth must complete 45 days
prior to the start of the fair, as

per Ohio Revised Code. 

2026 Stats: Volunteers - 81, Members -  569, Cloverbuds - 70 



PROJECT BOOKS

EQUI-STEP 
All 4-H members enrolled in a horse
project must complete EquiSTEP
training by June 1. This is a
requirement by Ohio 4-H to ensure
our members and their project helpers
are safe during workouts and shows. 

Youth can complete the training in-
person or online at
http://horse.osu.edu.  

The In-person EquiSTEP date is 
May 27 - Fairgrounds @ 6:00 p.m.

If completing online, you must send
your certificate of completion to the
Extension office by June 1. Contact
Amanda with questions.  
 

*MOST* project books are available at the
OSU Extension office. You can stop by to
pick up your books during regular
business hours:
Monday - Friday from 8:00 to 4:30  

We recommend calling ahead to make
sure what you need is in stock and ready,
419-674-2297. 

Be sure to get your books early! Don't put
off starting your project too long. 
Life Skills judging is July 14.  

For returning livestock members, the PDF
Record Form is available at
http://u.osu.edu/hardinlivestock  



DAIRY BEEF FEEDERS

Dairy Beef Feeder weigh-in is scheduled for
Saturday, May 16 from 8:00 to 10:30. Dehorning and
castration services will be available at weigh-in for
additional cost. 

All exhibitors showing Dairy Beef Feeders need to
complete the simple registration form by May 9.  This
form will collect exhibitor information and number of
animals intended for weigh-in. We will use this to
order the vaccines and speed up the process of
weigh-in on May 16. http://go.osu.edu/26hardinDBF

NEW for 2026 - This year the maximum weight for
weigh-in/tag-in day is 325 pounds.  Any animal over
325 pounds is NOT eligible to tag in for the 2026
Hardin County Fair. 

4-H SENIOR
SPOTLIGHT

Every May, Hardin County 4-H likes to
spotlight our seniors on our social media
page. We're proud of your
accomplishments and want to celebrate
you! 

If you would like to be featured in our
Senior Spotlight posts, please complete
the survey at
http://go.osu.edu/4hseniors 

This survey includes uploading a photo
you’d like us to share with your
spotlight.  Please upload a .jpg file for
this photo.  



TORNADO RELIEF
T-SHIRT SALE

FAIR ROYALTY
Applications are now open for the
2026 Hardin County Fair King and
Queen. To be eligible to apply youth
must be a current Junior in High
School (senior at this year’s fair) and
involved in 4-H, FFA, Scouts, FCCLA,
H.S. Art, Grange Youth, or Farm
Bureau Youth.   

Applications are available on the fair
website and are due May 31. 

Boots & Buckles 4-H Club is doing a
Tornado Relief t-shirt sale to benefit the
Hardin County Fairgrounds. 

Shirts are $20 each with all proceeds
going towards repairing the fairgrounds. 

Orders are open until May 29. A pick up
date at the fairgrounds will be announced
when the shirts are ready in June.  

Order yours now at
http://go.osu.edu/tornadoshirt   

Thank you, Boots & Buckles, for Making
the Best Better! 



Hardin County 4-H Camp is scheduled
for July 22-25 at 4-H Camp Ohio.    

Registration for camp is ONLINE and
is opening on May 15.  This is a
month earlier than in the past to allow
our counselor team more time to plan!
2026 camp cost is $260 per camper.

The registration link is
http://go.osu.edu/hardincamper

More information about camp can be
found at http://u.osu.edu/hardincamp
or in the information letter at the end
of this newsletter. 

4-H CAMP
REGISTRAION

BROILER CHICK ORDER

The OSU Extension Office with help from Paul
Ralston will coordinate a broiler chick purchase
for 4-H and FFA members taking market
chickens. 

The minimum order is 10 chicks per one exhibitor.
Chicks will be straight runs, come with
appropriate paperwork, and be delivered one day
after hatching. Chicks are $2.00 per chick.  

Order forms are available at
http://go.osu.edu/hardinchicks and are due back
to the OSU Extension office with payment by May
21. 

Chick pick up will be the morning of July 16 at the
Hardin County Fairgrounds. 
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