HARDIN CO. 4-H

April 2026 Newsletter

JOIN 4-H NOW

4-H Enrollment is currently OPEN!
Members and volunteers must log into
their account and enroll by April 15.

DO NOT CREATE A NEW PROFILE! If you
need assistance, email Amanda at
Raines.74@osu.edu or call 419-674-
2297.

Don't have an account?

Website: http://oh.4honline.com

Reset password?

Each 4-H family will receive the Hardin
County 4-H Family handbook. This is
your top resource for all things 4-H
this season. The guide includes:

e 4-H Calendar

e Important fair dates/deadlines

o« Club member expectations

e 4-H Lingo Glossary

e« Winning 4-H Plan information i?jgjmﬂy Handbook
-H

« OSU Extension Staff Directory
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If you have a question, you'll probably & . "%
find the answer in the handbook! R



Winning 4-H Plan Request Form
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The Winning 4-H Plan is a tool for 4-H
families to use in partnership with the 4-
H Educator, Advisors, and Fair Board to
ensure all members have what they need
to be successful in our program. If your
member needs accommodations of any
type (physical, learning, etc.), please fill
out this form and return to the OSU
Extension office, so we can work
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together to come up with the best
solutions for your child.

Form: http://go.osu.edu/windhplan

The Hardin County Livestock Hub is a
resource that has everything you need
to complete your livestock project and

prepare for fair. You will find
information about each species,
Quality Assurance, EqQUuIiSTEP, livestock
interview judging, commodity royalty,
and more.

Print your project’s checklist today so
you know everything you need to do
to complete your project and be fair
eligible.

This website will also link to the 2026
Hardin County Fair book, when it is

released.

http://u.osu.edu/hardinlivestock
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PROJECT BOOKS

*MOST* project books are available at the
OSU Extension office. You can stop by to
pick up your books during regular
business hours, Monday - Friday from
8:00 to 4:30. We recommend calling
ahead to make sure what you need is in
stock and ready, 419-674-2297.

The 2026 Livestock PDF is allowable for
youth who have taken their livestock
project before AND still have the project
book.

If you are a new 4-H volunteer this

year, or would like to become one, make

sure you complete this checklist:

Application:
http://go.osu.edu/hardinvolapp

at Raines.74@osu.edu

Interview - scheduled with Amanda

« BCI Background check - need form

from OSU office
e Enroll in 4HOnline
e New Volunteer Orientation

The required orientation class will be
on April 26, 2026 at the Fairgrounds

Community Building at 2:00.




Quality Assurance is REQUIRED for all market and lactating livestock projects
in order to show at the fair. There are two more countywide Quality Assurance
trainings left for 2026:

e Sunday, April 25 from 1:00 - 2:00, Fairgrounds Community Building

« Wednesday, May 27 from 7:00 - 8:00, Fairgrounds Community Building

EquiSTEP is REQUIRED to everyone taking a horse project (except Horseless
Horse) in order to show at the fair. This training must be complete by June 1.
There are two options for completing training:
e Online by June 1°' - go to Horse.osu.edu and click EQUISTEP at the bottom
e In-person on Sunday, May 27 from 6:00 - 7:00 at the Fairgrounds
Community Building

The Hardin County Fair Poultry Committee is
holding a poultry clinic on Saturday, April 11'" at
the Fairgrounds. All 4-H and FFA members who
plan to exhibit poultry are invited to attend.

 Feed and nutrition education

« Showmanship clinic

e Fair updates and changes

e Quality Assurance training

There will be a poultry-focused quality
assurance training during the clinic, so
attendees will be able to meet that requirement
by attending.

The clinic will be Saturday, April 11 from 10:00
- Noon at the fairgrounds grandstands.
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Royalty

Kigand Queen | Prince and Princess

Hardin County Fair King and Queen

1. COMEFIMLE St bé & SEne i e 2026-2007 $chodl year.
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Applications for Hardin County Fair King and
Queen are OPEN. Applicant requirements:
e Current Junior in High School (senior for
fair 2026).
e Member of 4-H, FFA, FCCLA, Scouts,
Grange Youth, Farm Bureau Youth, or HS

e« Must exhibit a project at the fair

Applications are available on the Hardin
County Fair website and are due on May 31.
Finalists will be interviewed in August.
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The Hardin County 4-H Council has
cancelled the 2026 LEAD Conference due
to several scheduling conflicts. The
decision was made that the LEAD
conference will be held in odd years only.

Club officers are encouraged to view the
training videos and resources at
Ohio4h.org under the Club Officers tab.

If your club or club officers need additional
resources or have questions, email Amanda
at Raines.74@osu.edu.

runners up, and finalists will receive
scholarships from the Hardin County Fair
Royalty Committee.

£RS I/ OFFICER RESOURCES

Congratulations
and taking the r
links to publications and tools you will find helpful, Good uck!

nofficer in your 4-H clubl Thanks for being a leader
v to keep your club organized and moving forward, Below ase

Virtual 4-H Club Officer Training
Video Recordings Now Available (3/2/23)
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